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Glen Park Neighborhoods History Project Events, Fall 2019 
 

 

For all walking tours, unless otherwise noted: A $10 minimum donation for the walk will benefit the work of the Glen Park 
Neighborhoods History Project. Or, become a GPNHP member: Individual $15 and Household $20. Visit our Support the 
GPNHP page to pay for the walk in advance with PayPal, and to learn more about the GPNHP. 
 
Southern Boundaries of Sunnyside: The Wild 1890s, the Jail Next Door, & the Making of City College 
Saturday, September 14, 2019, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm  
Join local historian Amy O’Hair to hear about the neighborhood’s rough beginnings; the county jail complex nestled up next to houses; the Southern 
Pacific Octopus’s grip on Sunnyside; founding of City College; the WWII Navy base; the massive reservoir that was never filled; architectural features of 
Mohr’s Subdivision; and the forest at the end of the road. Meet: Cup Café, 6 Monterey Blvd. Distance: 2.0 miles. Level: Moderate with hills and dirt 
paths. Rain or air quality count above 149 cancels walk RSVP: SunnysideHistory@gmail.com. 

 
Monumental, Inspiring, and Rooted in History: The Public Art of City College of San Francisco  
Saturday, September 28, 2019, 11:00 am to 1:30 pm  
This unique history walk with local historian Amy O’Hair will take you to all the major public artworks at SF City College, works that reveal its unique 
and inspiring history. Science and a faith in progress were brought together with art to give birth to the college; the legacy is a wealth of public 
artworks on campus. Aside from the famous mural by Diego Rivera, Pan-American Unity, most San Franciscans don’t know about these treasures. 
Meet: Very bottom of Science Hill, at bottom of the long flight of steps, at street level near bus shelter on Frida Kahlo Way. Transit: Muni line 43, 29, 
8, 49, and K; Balboa Park BART. Distance: 1 mile. Level: Moderately strenuous with several stairs. RSVP: SunnysideHistory@gmail.com.  

 
“Cowbells in the Spring”: History of Fairmount Heights 
Saturday, October 12, 2019, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Frequently considered part of Glen Park, Fairmount Heights was initially founded as the Pacific Railroad Homestead Association during the Civil 
War. Join Glen Park historian Evelyn Rose to retrace the forgotten rural homesteads, rediscovers the origins of both the names and routes of 
Chenery, Arlington, and other streets in the district, ponders whether the mother of California civil rights, Mary Ellen Pleasant, ever resided on 
Laidley Street, cogitates over how the district has one of two local links to an iconic 1960s TV show, and imagines the days when Southern 
Pacific trains made their way along the edge of the neighborhood. Meet: Walter Haas Playground, Addison Street. Ends: Chenery & Castro 
Streets. Transit: MUNI 35-Eureka, 52-Excelsior. Distance: 2.0 miles. Level: Moderately strenuous, mostly downhill. Rain cancels. 
RSVP: GlenParkHistory@gmail.com.                                                                                                                                               

 
Sunnyside: The Early Years 
Sunday, November 17, 2019, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Join local historian Amy O’Hair on this neighborhood walk to find out what life was like at the turn of the century: Where did the lost creek once flow; 
the first school in a cottage; the huge coal-fired power plant that ran San Francisco’s first electric streetcar; stories from early families; the inventor 
who built the Conservatory. Photos and stories available nowhere else. Meet: Cup Café, 6 Monterey Blvd; Ends: Joost and Baden Avenues. Distance: 
1.5 miles. Level: Easy. Rain or air quality count above 149 cancels walk. RSVP: SunnysideHistory@gmail.com.  

 
Meeting of the Glen Park Neighborhoods History Project 
Guest Speaker Elizabeth Creely - The Saga of Parcel 36: The Mission's Last Railroad Right-of-Way 
Saturday, October 19, 2019, 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm, Meeting Place TBD 
Join us as San Francisco Mission historian Elizabeth Creely, writer and San Francisco Department of Memory historian, explores the tangled history of 
the Mission’s “Old Main Line." From 1863 to 1991, passenger and freight trains ran through the streets of the Mission District. Now only a single right-
of-way remains from that era. Once owned by John Center, a director of the San Francisco & San Jose Railroad Company, the right-of-way was built 
when the Mission District was still rural and property titles in constant dispute. Today, as developments spring up alongside the parcel, neighbors are 
struggling to find an answer to this question: who owns the right-of-way now? Elizabeth has written extensively about the right-of-way for Mission 
Local. She will delve into the parcel’s disputed and murky past and talk about the issues and outcomes of the 1992-1996 legal action brought by 
Southern Pacific Transportation Company to prove their ownership. Accompanying her talk will be images from the Mission District’s industrial past, 
taken from the San Francisco Office of Assessor-Recorder Photographs collection that was donated to the San Francisco History Center earlier this year. 
The SF Department of Memory is a collective of local historians working to investigate and illuminate the history of San Francisco. This event is free! 

… More 

 For more information, visit www.GlenParkHistory.org and www.SunnysideHistory.org. 
 

http://glenparkhistory.wixsite.com/glenparkhistory/support-gpnhp
http://glenparkhistory.wixsite.com/glenparkhistory/support-gpnhp
https://goo.gl/maps/oGZq4oZWAq9BZ6M97
mailto:SunnysideHistory@gmail.com
https://goo.gl/maps/tgDSRhAAvqHPfpmC8
mailto:SunnysideHistory@gmail.com
https://goo.gl/maps/u9FjUc4bkCQH7GQH6
mailto:GlenParkHistory@gmail.com
https://goo.gl/maps/oGZq4oZWAq9BZ6M97
mailto:SunnysideHistory@gmail.com
http://www.glenparkhistory.org/
http://www.sunnysidehistory.org/


© 2019. The Glen Park Neighborhoods History Project is fiscally sponsored by Independent Arts & Media, a California non-profit corporation. 

 

Emboldened Women: The Suffragists of San Francisco’s Glen Park and Their Role in America’s First Suffrage March  
Presentation by Evelyn Rose, Meeting of the San Francisco Corral, Westerners International 
October 22, 2019, doors open at 5:30 pm; seating at 6:15 pm 
Fior d’Italia, 2237 Mason Street (between Francisco and Chestnut Streets), San Francisco 
According to the San Francisco Call in 1910, no district in San Francisco had more women's improvement clubs in operation than Glen Park. These 
women worked to gain rights for access to city utilities and endeavored to beautify and transform Glen Park from a rural district of milch ranches and 
vegetable gardens into the sylvan, village-like residential district we know today. Strengthened by their civic activities, they concurrently pursued the 
preeminent right of American citizenship – the right to vote. In August 1908, some of these new suffragists would help organize and co-lead the first 
march for suffrage in the United States, an event unrecognized in the annals of American history. Join Glen Park historian Evelyn Rose as she explores 
the lives of some of Glen Park’s earliest suffragists and civic activists, and how these women would play important roles in the histories of Glen Park, 
San Francisco, and beyond. RSVP to vanausten@att.net: $43 includes valet parking and 3-course meal at the oldest Italian restaurant in America. 
 

A Walk Down Mid-Century Monterey Boulevard 
Saturday, October 26, 2019, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Explore the past of Sunnyside’s main drag. Learn about the shops, businesses, and restaurants that once lined our commercial district, from the 1920s 
to the 1980s; mom-and-pop businesses from beauty salons to empanadas, the growth of Safeway, and how things changed over the decades. Dozens 
of unseen historic photos of businesses from the Assessor's Collection, hear stories collected from longtime residents. Meet: Monterey Deli at 
Monterey Blvd and Edna Street. Distance: 1 mile. Level: Easy. Rain or air quality count above 149 cancels walk. RSVP: SunnysideHistory@gmail.com.  
 

The Northern Boundaries of Sunnyside: Dairy Cows, Early Speculators and Activists, & the Steepest Parks in the City  
Saturday, November 2, 2019, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
On this walk with local historian Amy O’Hair, hear stories from the north edges; how our two parks were built; two massive landslide disasters; dairy 
farming on the edge of civilization, and the fight to make the streets safe from speeding steam trains. Meet: Railroad Expresso, Monterey Blvd and 
Gennessee Street. Distance: 2.0 miles. Level: strenuous with hills. Rain or air quality count above 149 cancels walk.   
RSVP: SunnysideHistory@gmail.com. 
 

Never Built Diamond Heights 
Saturday, November 9, 2019, 10:00 am to 12:30 pm 
Join architectural historian Hannah Simonson to discover the unbuilt history of Diamond Heights and imagine what could have been – from skyscrapers 
to a Mel's Diner – and the ambitions, values, hopes, and dreams of San Francisco residents, planners, and designers by comparing projects that might 
have been built with those that were. Meet: George Christopher Playground, 5210 Diamond Heights Blvd (west of the shopping center); Ends: Walter 
Haas Park at Diamond Heights Blvd and Addison. Distance: 1.5 miles. Level: Moderately strenuous. Rain cancels walk. 
RSVP: GlenParkHistory@gmail.com. 
 

“Plants and Birds and Rocks and Things”: A Walk Through the Natural Histories of Glen Canyon 
Saturday, November 23, 2019, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Glen Canyon, a 60-acre designated Significant Natural Resource Area, sits right in the heart of San Francisco. Bring your binoculars and join 
local historian Evelyn Rose as we stroll along the floor of the “Grand Canyon of San Francisco” to explore its geologic origins, the story of the 
local Muwekma Ohlones, the history of Islais Creek, the largest creek in San Francisco, consider whether the trees in the canyon are native or 
planted, and hopefully catch glimpses of the wildlife that call Glen Canyon home. Meet: Elk Street entrance to Glen Canyon Park Recreation 
Area near the Glen Park Cow Sign. Distance: 1.3 miles. Level: Easy to moderately strenuous, concrete and dirt trails, some stairs up and down, 
seating midway. RSVP: GlenParkHistory@gmail.com. 
 

Sunnyside: The Early Years 
Sunday, December 1, 2019, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Join local historian Amy O’Hair on this neighborhood walk to find out what life was like at the turn of the century: Where did the lost creek once flow; 
the first school in a cottage; the huge coal-fired power plant that ran San Francisco’s first electric streetcar; stories from early families; the inventor 
who built the Conservatory. Photos and stories available nowhere else. Meet: Cup Café, 6 Monterey Blvd; Ends: Joost and Baden Avenues. Distance: 
1.5 miles. Level: Easy. Rain or air quality count above 149 cancels walk. RSVP: SunnysideHistory@gmail.com.  
 

Holiday Meeting & Social: The Glen Park Neighborhoods History Project 
Sunday, December 7, 2019, 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm 
Sunnyside Conservatory, 236 Monterey Blvd  
To help close out the GPNHP's 5th year of community service, we want to thank all of our supporters and neighbors with a holiday get-together at the 
beautiful Sunnyside Conservatory! Join us for a fun afternoon full of community and history. More details to come. This event is Free!  However, 
donations to help the GPNHP continue our mission to rediscover our local histories, document our living histories, and share our histories with others are 
always gratefully accepted. You can also become a GPNHP member: Individual $15 and Household $20. Visit our Support the GPNHP page to make a 
donation and to learn more about the GPNHP. 
 

A Trestle Ran Through It: Early Days in Glen Park Village 
Saturday, December 28, 2019, 9:00 am to 11:30 am 
Take a walk back through time with local historian Evelyn Rose to learn more about Glen Park's link to the El Camino Real, the days when milch ranches 
dotted the landscape, a hold-up at the Gum Tree Saloon, the electric railroad that once passed through, and when homesteads, women's clubs, and 
earthquakes began setting the foundation for today’s endearing character of Glen Park. Meet: Plaza, Glen Park BART station, Bosworth and Diamond. 
Distance: 1.0 mile. Level: Easy. Rain cancels walk. RSVP: GlenParkHistory@gmail.com.  
 
 For more information, visit www.GlenParkHistory.org and www.SunnysideHistory.org. 
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